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nataka rulers from the former. " Another important
arm that was used by the Kadambas of Goa was the fleet.
It was employed with great advantage for the conquest of
islands and lands that could be reached by sea/'1 The
Vijayanagara army was made up of six parts, viz,,
infantry, cavalry, elephants and artillery which included
chariots or carts (for the transport of cannon)? camels, and
bulls.8 " The Vijayanagara rulers, therefore, unintentionally
followed the mediaeval precept of Sukra rather than the
classical injunctions which restricted the forces to the four
well-known names *', * This is clearly an advance on and a
contribution to the army organisation of India, The
strength of the army was enormous and astonishing in the
Vijayanagara period as compared to the earlier periods.
The figures, given by the travellers and chroniclers, of the
Vijayanagara army in all its components, are staggering
indeed.4 They go to show to what high degree the country
was organised for military purposes unlike anywhere else
in India during the later mediaeval period. They can only
be compared to the figures obtainable about the Maurya
and Gupta armies in pre-mediaeval India.5
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